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AN APPRECIATION - REV. DR. OCKERT MEYER 
 

As one who has only been at St Stephenôs since 

the beginning of 2013, I feel very privileged to 

have been asked to write an appreciation of Rev 

Dr Ockert Meyer, whom others have certainly 

known longer than I. It is, however, a welcome  

opportunity to offer some personal reflections with 

which others may resonate. 

As soon as it became known that Ockert had  

accepted a call from Wesley Uniting Church in 

Canberra, many of us knew that we were losing 

someone very special. Countless people  

expressed their deep sadness at his departure. 

For all, the reasons were the same: a wonderful 

man, outstanding preacher and excellent Minister. 

Oneôs first encounter with Ockert would usually be through his conduct of worship and his  

sermons. Immediately evident were always his warmth and genuineness ï we really felt  

welcomed into the presence of God, and truly that the blessing of God had been brought down 

on us at the serviceôs conclusion. Ockertôs liturgy was always beautifully crafted around the music 

and the readings. But the high point was always the sermon. Few could match Ockertôs learning 

and insight; his lifetime of reflection and study of the scriptures week after week revealed to us 

deeper meaning and perception of familiar passages. At their heart, all his sermons pointed to the 

deep freedom and peace that are to be found in understanding the God whose person pervades 

the scriptures, and who was embodied in the person of Jesus. Deep understandings, yet  

eloquently and simply put ï Ockertôs oft-used phrases, ñin other wordsò, ñand thereforeò, invited 

us all into the understanding being offered. Who could forget the poignant moment when he 

spoke of his own conversion, when the atmosphere of one of the great European cathedrals  

confronted him ñwith the emptiness of my lifeò? Or his sermon on Matthew 5:17-20, Jesusô state-

ment that no word of the Law would disappear, when he spoke of his personal anger, as a young 

Christian, at this challenge to the freedom of the Gospel he had discovered, and his lifetime of 

reflection on this passage. What a privilege it was to share in his resolution! Or on Matthew 6:38-

42, when he turned on its head the usual reading of these difficult injunctions, to be another  

proclamation of the freedom we have in Jesus? 

His final sermon, on Psalm 23, in which he focused on the faithful presence of God with us at all 

times, was a fitting end. It was a good message with which to leave us; it was equally the very 

message we would want him to carry away from us. God will sustain us all. 

Few of us will have heard a better preacher of the Word of God. 



 

Look beyond the Sunday service, however, to get to know the man, and the reason for the depth 

of peopleôs feeling of loss at his going soon becomes clear. Ockert is a gentle, kind and thought-

ful man; he is a humble man, to whom it is very hard not to have been attracted. He won a  

permanent place in the hearts of many of us. 

On a personal note, I add that Ockert was very important for Lauris and me in a process of  

healing we had to go through, and he helped us find peace. I know there will be many such  

personal stories. Ministers like Ockert Meyer leave their mark on a congregation, not through  

institutions or traditions, but through the personal experiences they bring about or share. That is 

why he will be sadly missed at St Stephenôs; that is why the people of Wesley are so fortunate. 

That is why the warmth of his time among us will live on in many hearts. 

May the rich blessing of God be always with Ockert Meyer, wherever his call may lead him. 

 

Alan Harper OAM  
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EDITORIAL 
 

In the absence of a permanent minister, we have no message 

ñfrom the Ministerôs Deskò. Nevertheless, Alan Harperôs  

reflections on our spiritual dimensions and the limitations of 

one-dimensional rationalist thinking should give us much food 

for thought. 

In the meantime, just as he came to our aid in 2010, David Gill 

has kindly come to our rescue again, with his profound and 

challenging messages from the pulpit.  Indeed, we are  

immensely grateful to him for giving us so much of his time, not 

just on a Sunday from 9ð11, but by giving us many hours 

more with everything that a permanent minister is expected to 

do, whether it be the Tuesday communion service, or a  

baptism, a funeral, protection from violent characters who walk 

in from the street, or engaging with all the members and  

visitors with such good humour. 

We are very blessed indeed. 
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AN ENLIGHTENED VIEW 
 

I recall interviewing a young woman for a teaching position some years ago. In the environment 

of a Christian school, questions regarding an applicantôs faith are very much germane. ñNo,ò she 

said, ñIôm not a Christian, but Iôm a very spiritual person.ò 

Although the stance at my school is that the Christian Gospel is the Truth, this young woman 

was nevertheless articulating a fundamental truth about human beings. We do have a spiritual 

dimension; we know deep within ourselves that we are more than a cluster of cells responding to 

chemicals and electrical impulses. Indeed the very notion that our deepest emotions ï love,  

despair, empathy and sympathy, and even hate ï are simply generated by small changes in our 

body chemistry resonates with few people. Deep human relationships are more than the by-

products of sexual attraction, the urge to procreate, or basic herd instinct. 

If we recognise this within ourselves, it ought to give a perspective to how we view the world. 

However, we live in a ruthlessly rationalist age, and it is not surprising, not only that more people 

identify themselves as atheists, but also that even more do not even think about questions of 

spirituality or the existence of God. While there are exceptions, the overall trend in church attend-

ance across the western world is down, and the age profile of those who do attend is up. For 

many middle-aged and young people, church 

would never enter their consciousness. Nor, for 

that matter, would other expressions of human 

spirituality. Their upbringing and education have 

trained them for a world in which an important 

dimension of our humanity has been relegated to 

nothing. 

We are the heirs of the Enlightenment, that 

movement which began in the late seventeenth 

century and championed reason over supersti-

tion. In many ways, the Enlightenment laid the 

foundations of the modern world; we owe its first 

thinkers and their successors a great debt. Out 

of the Enlightenment grew modern science,  

technology and medicine, and very importantly, 

modern concepts of government and the rejection of absolutism. The application of human  

reason to virtually every aspect of life has borne much fruit indeed! 

But at a cost which has become more and more evident in the late twentieth century and into this 

twenty-first century. 

The pervasiveness of rationalist thinking in modern western culture, its complete domination of 

education, and the seductive material benefits which it has wrought, have so blinded us to the 



 

Page 5 

spiritual dimension in our own lives, and to the realities that do not succumb to mathematical  

formulae or scientific experiment, that these vital parts of our existence are scarcely recognised, 

and when they are, we hardly have the vocabulary to articulate them. Little wonder that my appli-

cant could only manage, ñBut Iôm a very spiritual 

person.ò The words sounded to me like the  

inarticulate stumblings of someone trying to  

describe something for which she had no  

adequate words. 

Very few of the Enlightenment thinkers were 

atheists, although some were. In fact, Enlighten-

ment thinking and methods led to great strides in 

our understanding of both the Old and the New 

Testaments. Most worked in educational institu-

tions in which the centuries-old marriage  

between scholarship and religion was main-

tained, each informing the other. One can never 

know, of course, but one suspects that most  

Enlightenment thinkers would celebrate the right 

of anyone to be an atheist, but be surprised, if not alarmed, by the number of modern people who 

exercise that right ï to say nothing of the vast numbers who never even think on spiritual  

questions. 

The Easter story dramatically challenges our rationality. No scientific experiment, no chemical 

equation or mathematical formula could ever explain the resurrection of Jesus. It is hardly a  

surprise that many modern heirs of the Enlightenment, with the world-view to which they have 

been trained, reject the very idea as absurd. Is this not superstition at its most incredible? 

However Christians would want to pose the question differently. Does this not demonstrate the 

limitations of rationalist thinking? If we recognise in our own selves that we are more than piles of 

cells, ought we not recognise that there is more to the world than the things that are susceptible 

to rational analysis? Is there no room for revelation as a legitimate source of knowledge and 

truth? 

We celebrate Easter ï or at least we take a national holiday ï in Australia because of our  

Christian heritage. Quite rightly, it is a time of family gatherings, rest and recreation. But let us 

hope that it is also a time to contemplate the world through a wider perspective, and to take  

seriously the challenge posed to us all by the central event of the Christian faith. May it be a time 

when we take seriously our spiritual dimension, and allow it to develop into its legitimate and  

important part in our lives. 

Alan Harper OAM  
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 

Hello and greetings to everyone at St. Stephenôs! Youôve all probably forgotten little olô me, but 

thatôs fine. From everything that Iôve heard from colleagues and read in various sources 

(especially the regular choir updates that the fantastic Director of Music still sends me) ï the  

musical side of St Stephenôs is flourishing. Am I surprised? Of course not. 

I was delighted to hear that Dr. David Hood had been offered the job of choir conductor. How 

fantastic that the position had numerous applications for the position that I held in such high  

regard. I am truly happy that things 

are going well for so many,  

especially for those dear members 

of the choir who gave me more 

support during my four years than I 

could have possibly asked for.  

Bravo to you all! 

Despite my best intentions to have 

a quieter 2014, life is busy as  

usual. I have been involved with 

the Sydney Philharmonia during 

their recent concerts of óElijahô at 

the Opera House. I am working 

with my own choir and with David 

Drury, as well as preparing to do 

some education work with the  

Sydney Symphony later this year. I am also in the process of starting a new choral program at 

the Australian Catholic University in North Sydney and preparing to take Bel a cappella on their 

first choir tour to Italy, Slovenia and Austria next year. Life never gets dull for a musician and I 

count myself lucky! 

My wonderful wife has started another degree, this time embarking on a Masters in Primary  

Education and we are in the rather daunting position of saving like crazy for a house deposit! 

Shame that weôre taking a holiday to New York again early next year!  

Once again, thank you to everyone who made my time at St. Stephenôs such an enjoyable and 

fulfilling time in my young career. Thank you also to Ruth Lockley for her very kind words in the 

last edition of ñVisionò. 

I wish both the choir and church all the best for the future.  

 

Regards, 

 

Anthony Pasquill  

TO THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
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St Stephenôs Uniting Church 

I had the privilege during Easter to attend Olivet to Calvary on Good Friday and the 10am Easter 

Sunday morning service. 

May I take this opportunity to say how much I really enjoyed both. I really enjoyed the opportunity 

the congregation got  to join the Hallelujah Chorus at the end of the service. 

I know that these extremely professional musical presentations donôt just happen without a great 

deal of hard work by many people especially the Director of Music.  May I say thank you for all 

your hard work to make Easter such a memorable experience. 

I would like to express my appreciation to David Hood, Joshua Ryan, the St Stephenôs Brass 

Band and the fantastic St Stephenôs Choir.  St Stephenôs can be very proud of its wonderful and 

professional music team. 

I wish you all the very best for the year ahead. 

Warmest regards. 

Ken Stewart.  

 

TO THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
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FROM THE ORGAN BENCH FROM THE CHOIR STALLS 
 

This year has seen many changes with our music. After 

the choir resumed at the end of January, Margot 

McLaughlin directed the choir while interviews and audi-

tions were held for a new choral director. David Hood was 

appointed and thrown in the deep end with preparing all 

the Easter music which included our first performance of 

Maunder's 'Olivet to Calvary' with a combined choir of 

about 70 singers, two soloists from Opera Australia and 

accompanied on the organ by Joshua Ryan and the  

Director of Music on Good Friday afternoon.  Going 

through the incomplete church records, it seems that the 

last time 'Olivet' was performed at St Stephen's was in 1967.   

We have had several new choristers join our ranks as well as some reluctantly needing to leave. 

Currently we have about 20 choristers if all were to sing on the same Sunday. We hope all our 

new ones will enjoy our music making and leading the worship at St Stephen's each week. We 

have also been blest with David helping to lead the hymns and play some voluntaries on his 

trumpet.  

Our organ scholar, Joshua Ryan has commenced his music degree, majoring in organ at the 

Sydney Conservatorium and we look forward to seeing him make wonderful progress.  

The Friday Music recitals recommenced in February with some amazing performances having 

been heard already. This series has become so popular that there is a waiting list for people 

wanting to play this year and bookings have already started for 2015.   

Several important services are approaching with special music. On Trinity Sunday, 15 June, we 

will be singing a service of Choral Matins from the 1662 Book of Common Prayer and then our 

HymnFest 'Singing the Psalms' will be held on 14 September. 

Mark Quarmby  

Director of Music  
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FROM THE CHOIR STALLS 
 

It was quite a challenge for me to assume leadership of 

the choir at a time not only when Easter musical commit-

ments were very pressing, but when the church was  

losing its dynamic and very popular minister, Ockert 

Meyer. It soon became obvious to me that Ockert was 

deeply loved and respected, and I felt privileged to have 

had the opportunity to have heard some of his famous 

sermons before his departure. I have also found David 

Gillôs thoughts very interesting and enlightening, and  

believe the church is very fortunate to have had two 

such leaders over the past few years. 

As for musical things, I had been impressed with the choir when I had auditioned for the job, and 

was very excited about starting in the new position. In particular, I had sensed that this was a 

very responsive and hard-working choir, and this impression was confirmed after just a short  

period of working with choir members. This was clearly a very viable and musical choir, a tribute 

to its previous choirmasters and of course to Mark Quarmbyôs dedication as Director of Music, not 

to mention his skills as an organist and his knowledge of the liturgy and repertoire. Despite  

having lost a few personnel to the usual things such as moving cities, competing commitments, 

etc., I was confident that we could maintain and increase numbers in all sections. Iôm very 

pleased to see that this is what appears to be happening. 

On a personal note, I felt immediately comfortable with the service and worship at St Stephenôs, 

and have been made to feel very welcome by everyone. It was a great thrill to have had the  

opportunity to conduct the massed choir on Good Friday for the performance of Maunderôs Olivet 

to Calvary, and I was very satisfied with all participantsô knowledge of the score, capacity for hard 

work, musicianship and the overall sound we achieved. I also felt very honoured to have worked 

with four such wonderful soloists ï two drawn from our own ranks! ïand of course, it is rare that 

one gets an opportunity to perform with such incredible organists as Mark Quarmby and Joshua 

Ryan. This experience was reinforced by the music we presented on Easter Sunday, which I felt 

was appropriate to and uplifted by the service of that most important day. 

My immediate two goals are to continue to develop the sound of the choir and to build member-

ship further. I am very grateful for the support and encouragement of choir members and congre-

gation, and am looking forward to a lengthy, productive and happy association with St Stephenôs. 

David Hood  

Choral Director  
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FROM WHICH TREE DID YOU FALL? 
 

    ñA little nonsense now and then, is relished by the wisest menò ï Joseph Addison 

 
June 4ðJune 13 Hornbeam  has good taste; cool beauty; makes life  

comfortable; looks for kindness; mistrusts 

most people  

June 14ðJune 23 Fig sensible; strong minded; honest; loyal; hates 

contradictions or arguments. 

June 24 (only)  Birch vivacious; modest; does not like anything in 

excess;  imaginative; creates calm and  

contentment    

June 25ðJuly 4 Apple  adventurous; sensitive; wants to love and be 

loved; generous; lots of charm. 

July 5ðJuly 14 Fir likes idleness; social butterfly; talented;  

reliable; tend to care for those close to them. 

July 15ðJuly 25 Elm finds difficult to forgive mistakes; faithful  

partner; practical; good sense of  humour;  

honest 

July 26ðAug 4 Cypress strong; adaptable; optimistic; hates loneli-

ness; needs to be needed. 

Aug 5ðAug 13 Poplar not very self-confident; but shows courage in 

emergencies; needs pleasant surroundings; 

often lonely; reliable in any situation 

Aug 14ðAug 23 Cedar confident; of rare strength; enjoys good 

health; industrious; ability to make quick  

decisions 

Aug 24ðAug 31 Pine  Craves peace and harmony; a good Samari-

tan; active imagination; low self-esteem;  

compassionate.   
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FROM WHICH TREE DID YOU FALL? PARLIAMENTARY SERVICE 
 

As part of our evangelistic outreach over the last twelve 

months, our Church Council and Minister set out to build up 

relationships with Christian contacts at Parliament House ï Dr 

Rob Stokes (Member for Pittwater in the Assembly) and Rev 

Fred Nile MLC (in the Upper House). This led to an initiative 

by Rev Fred Nile in securing the Premierôs approval for the 

holding of a Church Service at St Stephenôs on 4th March to 

mark the start of the new Parliamentary session for 2014.     

Eight clergy from across Sydney participated and our Joshua 

Ryan provided the music - a liturgy amended from the Federal 

Parliamentary Opening Church Service was used. The Most Rev Glenn Davies, the new  

Anglican Archbishop, preached the sermon, drawing on a text from St Paul, [Romans 13.6] in 

which he refers to the role of leaders and authorities, as the ministers of God, and working on 

his behalf. 

Some thirty MPs plus their wives and many members of the public turned up ï one lady  

coming from Bungendore (near Canberra) .Everyone seemed to value the occasion. Our 

thanks go to Mark Quarmby who used his computer skills to publicize the event, and to Ms 

Judy Russell, Rev Nileôs secretary, who carried out most of the official organization. 

Alex Norquay  


