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APPREERAV.!] ONR.

2

As one who has only been ce
the beginning of 2013, d t
have been asked to wri Rev
Dr Ockert Meyer, whom ot

known | onger than | . It me
opportunity to offer so ns
which others may reson

As soon as it became kn

accepted a call from We

Canberra, many of wus

someone very special. Cou

expressed their deep sadnes re.
For all, the reasons were the wonder f ul
man, outstanding preacher and excellent Ministe
Oneds first encounter with Ockert would usual/l.y
ser ns. | mmedi ately evident weréawal wayd |lyi § ewd
we | ed into the presence of God, and truly ¢t}
on at the servicedos conclusion. Ockertos |it
and th readi ngs. But the high point was al way s
and insight; his |lifetime of reflection and st¢u
deeper meaning and perception of familiar passsé
deep freedom and peace that are to be found in
the scriptures, and who was embodied in the per
el oguent !l y ainOdk kseirmydsy dogfpth r as e s, Ain other words
us al |l into the understanding being offered. Wl
spoke f his own conversion, when the atmospher
confronted him Awith the emptiness €f0, my elsiufséo ~
ment that no word of the Law would disappear, v
Christian, at this challenge to the freedom of
refl ection on this passage. What a privilege it
42, when he turned on its head the wusual readir
proclamation of the freedom we have in Jesus?

Hi s final sermon, on Psalm 23, i n which he foct
times, was a fitting end. I't was a good message
message we would want him to carry away from us
Few of wus wil/| have heard a better preacher of
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Look beyond the Sunday service, however, to get
of peopleds feeling of |l oss at his going soon &
ful man; he is a humble man, to whom it is very
per manent place in the hearts of many of us.

On a personal note, | add that Ockert was very
healing we had to go through, and he hel ped us
personal stories. Ministers |ike Ockert Meyer |
institutions or traditions, but through the per
why he wil|l be sadly missed at St Stephends; th
That i s why the warmth of his time among us wil

May the rich blessing of God be al ways with Ock

Alan Harper oa

EDI TOR/I A

I n the absence of a per manen
Afrom the Ministerd Desko.

refl ections on our piritual
ondi mensi onal rationalist th
for thought.

>S5 n »

I n the meanti me, just as he I n
has kindly come to our rescu S [
chall enging messages from th" d,
i mmensely grateful to him foil nuct
just on a Sdlnld,ayb uftr obmy 9giving‘ ‘ _

more with everything that a | J&Elk el cr
do, whether it be the Tuesdaz? i I CE€
baptism, a funeral, protecti c he
in from the street, or engagi m €

visitors with such good humour.

We are very blessed indeed.
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AN ENLT GHT Vi

I recall interviewing a young woman for a teac!tl
of a Christian school, questions regarding an ¢
said, Al d0m not a Christian, but |1 O0m a very spir
Al t hough the stance at my school i's that the Ct
was nevertheless articulating a fundamental tr
di mension; we know deep within ourselves that \
chemicals and el ectrical i mpul ses. | nddeodet,he
despair, empathy and swmpathyplandeameemteat @y
body chemistry resonates with few people.- Deep
products of sexual attraction, the urge to pr ocf
I f we recognise this within ourselves, it ought
However, we |ive in a ruthlessly rationalist af
i dentify themselves as atheists, but also that
spirituality or the existence of God. While the
ance across the stern world is down, and the
many maddbdeand young p-

woul d never enter thei for
t hat matter, woul d ot h: an
spirituality. Their wup 1 he
trained them for a wor int
di mension of our human ) I
not hing.

We are the heirs of th

movement which began i TN S )
century and championed

tion. Il n many ways, th: he
foundations of the mod: fir
thinkers and their suc: Out
of the Enlightenment ¢ '

technology and medicine, and very importantly,
modern concepts of government and the rejectior
reason to virtually every aspect of | ife has bc¢

But at a cost which has become more and more e\
t wesditiy st century.

The pervasiveness of rationalist thinking i n mc
educati on, and the seductive materi al benefits
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di our own |lives, and to th
experiment, that these Vv
hardly have the vocabul ar
cant could only manage, i
rson. The words sounde

0

articulate stumblings o
e
e

mensi on i n
scientific
hey are, we

scrib somet hing for wh
equat wor ds.

f ew
sts,
nt t hin

of the Enlighten
although some w
it king and met hods
g'our understanding of both
staments. Most wor ked i
ons i n whi eoH dt hma rad mtger
t ween scholarship and r
tained, each informing th
ow, of course, but one
Enlightenment thinkers wo
to be an atheist, but be surprised, i
basayigbthing of the vast numbers whec

ry
hei

story dramat.
mat hemati cal
hat many modern
reject the

cally challenges our ra
formula could ever exnp
heirsviodwtthe Emildclght e
very idea as absurd. I

est
e CQC
mor
eV €

stians would want to pose the qu
of rationalist thinking? |If we r
we not recognise that there is

analysis? |Is there no room for r

brealaiud:
t i me

t aaken aAursdtriad n al
heritage. Quite rightly, it is a
it is also a time to contemplate the
the challenge posed to us all by the
eriously our spiritual di mensi on,
part in our | ives.

Bastltemast we
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e [ JERS /O

Hell o and greetings to everyone at St. Stephent
thatdos fine. From everything that | 6ve heard fr
(especially the regular choir updates tihdate t he
musi cal side of St Stephenés is flourishing. A
|l was delighted to hear that Dr. David Hood hac
fantastic that the position had numerous applic
regard. Il am tru '

are going well f

especially for t

of the choir who

support during m

could have possi

Bravo to you al/l

Despite my best

a quieter 2014,

usual . | have b

the Sydney Phil

their recent <co

the Opera House.

with my own choi

Drury, as wel |

some education

Sydney Symphony | ater this year. Il am also in t
the Australian Catholic Universi Beli a Naamppteh eigarc
first choir tour to Italy, Slovenia and Austri e
count myself lucky!

My wonderful wife has started another degree, t
Education and we are in the rather daunting pos
Shame that wedre taking a holiday to New Yor k e
Once again, thank you to everyone who made my t
fulfilling time in my young career. Thank you &
|l ast edition of #AVisiono.

Il wish both the choir and church all the best f
Regar ds,

Anthony Pasquill
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ro THE DIl REC F

St Stephends Uniting Church

I had the privil egeOldiuwretn gtoobaadevda rifyo | @ltatye mch d t |
Sunday morning service.

May | take this opportunity to say how much | r
the congregation got to join the Hallelujah C¥F
I know that these extremely professional musi C e
deal of hard work by many people especially the
your hard work to make Easter such a memorabl e
Il would I|Iike to express my appreciation to Davi
Band and the fantastic St Stephendés Choir. St
professional musi c team.

Il wish you all the very best for the year aheac
War mest regards.

Ken Stewart.

- s s el P‘"WP
: "I

Good Fnda;} 2.30p
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FROM T HE ORC

This year has seen many chang
the choir resumed at the enjgf | prgot

McLaughlin directed the chg WS
tions were held for a new § : Pavi
appointed and thrown in th : R S— m’epa
the Easter music which inc§ : . rfc
Maunder's "Olivet to Cal va d ¢
about 70 singers, two sol oi str
accompanied on the organ by t he
Director of Music onGGoboaogd

through the incomplete church 1 vt Y S eems
l ast time ' OIlivetSt ewahse np esr fwoarsmei dn alt9 6Srt.

We have had sever al new choristers join our rar
Currently we have about 20 choristers if all we
new ones wil |l enjoy our music making and | eadir
have also been blest with David helping to | eac

trumpet .

OQur organ scholar, Joshwua Ryan has commenced hi
Sydney Conservatorium and we | ook forward to
The Friday Music recitals recommenced in Februe
been heard already. This series has become so0 ¢
wanting to play this year and bookings have alr
Several important services are approaching witht
wi || be singing a service of Chor al Matins fron
HymnFest ' Singing the Psal ms' wil/l be held on 1
Mark Quarmby

Director of Music
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uite a challenge ade
r - at a time not onl i Cca
re very pressing, h w
ts dynamic and ver ,
t soon became obvi ert
oved and respected l e
opportunity to hav s f
before his departu ound
houghts very interes§ eni
the church is very ave ha
ders over the past :

usical things, I had been i mpressed wit
excited about starting in the new posi
ponswovrek ianngd chhaoridr , and this i mpression
f working with choir members. This was
revious choirmasters and of course to N\
on his skills as an organist and his kn
ost a few personnel to the wuswual things
was confident that we could maintain an
to see that this is what appears to be
sonal not e, I felt i mmediately comforta
been made to feel very welcome by ever
ity to conduct the massed choir ®liG@edo
ry, was very satisfied with all/l partici g
sicianship and the overall sound we ach
rr such iwowod edrrfauw n sforl oomiaohudr oof wnc oruarnskes,! i t
an opportunity to perform with such in
i's experience was reinforced by the mus
opriate to and uplifted by the service
iate two goals are to continue to devel
ther. | am very grateful for the suppor
and am [ ooking forward to a | engthy, pr
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cOM WHI CH T RE
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PARLI AMENTAA

As part of our evangelistic tre

mont hs, our Church Council a B Mi
relationships with Christiiamr ont
Rob Stokes (Member for Pittw Her
Fred Nile MLC (in the Upper I U s e
by Rev Fred Nile in securing h e
hol ding of a Church Service . St
mar k the start of the new Pa i ar
Eight clergy from across Syd BY ¢
Ryan provided theumggi amende frao
Parliamentary Opening Church Service was u gd.
Anglican Archbishop, preached the ser mon, N awi
which he refers to the role of | eaders and But'l
his behalf.
Some thirty MPs plus their wives andnenahgd > mb e
coming from Bungendore (near Canberra) . Ev Byor
thanks go to Mark Quarmby who used his com)M@ter
Judy Russel |, Rev Nilebébs secretary, who ca i ec

Alex Norquay



