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The Art of Prayer  
 
The Spirit is the one who teaches us to pray. Therefore in the time after Pentecost, exploring the work 
of the Spirit, this is the first thing we should be looking at.  
 
“Lord,  teach  us  to  pray”.  This  was  already   the  request  of  those  who  live  closest   to  Jesus:  Those  who  
walked with him every day and those who could speak to him at any time.  
 
This seems also to be the most common problem believers have in our days. We find it hard to pray. 
Perhaps this stems from the belief that prayer should come naturally, by itself, without any effort. That 
prayer does not need to be taught. Perhaps it comes from the notion that we can treat prayer like an 
outing to the movies: make time for it when we have the need to do so. 
 
We  need  to  be  reminded  of  Dag  Hammarskjöld’s  words:  “How  can  you  expect  to  keep  your  powers  of  
hearing when you never want to listen? That God should have time for you; you seem to take as much 
for  granted  as  that  you  cannot  have  time  for  Him.”   
 
Recently I listened to an interview with a very famous author and more or less at the same time read an 
article about a famous poet and songwriter. They were both asked about the way they worked, in other 
words, where they get their inspiration. To my surprise, both said, they get up every morning, go to 
their studies and then write for at least 6 or 8 hours every day. In the same way as anyone who gets up 
and goes to  work:  irrespective  of  any  “feelings”  or  inspiration. 
 
It made me realise that art is hard work. Art may draw from inspiration but it lives by concentration. 
Likewise with prayer: It has a deeper source but those deeper deposits still have to be mined. 
 
Elie Wiesel, the well known Jewish author, holocaust survivor and Nobel laureate, has drawn these 
wonderful links between literature and prayer: 
 
“Literature  and  prayer  have  much  in  common.  Both  take  everyday  words  and  give  them  meaning.  Both 
appeal to what is most personal and most transcendent in human beings....The writer and the worshiper 
both draw from one source, the source where sound becomes melody and melody turns into language, 
which becomes offering. What inspiration is to the writer…concentration  is  to  the  believer.  Both  are  as  
open as an open wound. Both live tense and privileged moments. If one may assume that man could not 
live without literature, which is not so sure, one may equally confirm that neither could he survive 
without  prayer.”         
Prayer: the art of the Spirit and our most basic survival tool.   

 
Rev. Dr Ockert Meyer 

 
 

FROM  THE  MINISTER’S  DESK 
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Changing Law, Changing Hearts by David Gill 

If you serve an ecumenical organization, losing your temper with a head of 
church is not a very clever thing to do. In one of my dealings with 
denominational chiefs, however, I did lose my cool. Because of a Buddhist. 
 
Nearly 40 years ago, visiting South Africa on behalf of the World Council of 
Churches, I called on Dr Koot Vorster, moderator of one of the pro-apartheid 
Dutch Reformed churches that had pulled out of the WCC some years earlier. 
 
It was a difficult conversation, as my host accused the World Council of every 
imaginable  sin  plus  a  few  I  couldn’t  imagine  at  all.  Then  came  his  crowning  
condemnation. As proof positive of its corruption, he said, the WCC had even 
appointed a Buddhist to its staff. 

That was when diplomacy bit the dust and anger took over. Yes, I interrupted, 
Nguyen Tang Canh was indeed a Buddhist. And yes, he had been appointed to 
run  the  WCC’s  program  of  reconciliation  and  reconstruction  in  Indochina.  He’d  
been chosen because he was the best person for the job, he was persona grata 
with all parties to the Indochina conflict, and he was deeply committed to helping 
the churches work effectively to assist his people. He also happened to be one of 
my best friends, was a damn sight more compassionate than a lot of Christians 
I’d  met,  and  it  was  simply  outrageous  that  a  narrow-minded church leader should 
attack a great human being he didn’t  even  know  …. 

At  which  point,  fortunately,  my  host’s  wife  put  her  head  around  the  door  to  
investigate the shouting and the moderator had the grace to back-pedal, saying 
he’d  meant  nothing  personal  against  Mr  Canh. 
 
But that of course is the problem. Discrimination is personal. Its victims, often, 
are wonderful people who, given half a chance, would serve an employing 
organization with skill and commitment. Count me among those who favour a 
tightening  of  Australia’s  anti-discrimination laws to end the blanket exemption 
for religious organisations and encourage our churches to practise the tolerance 
we preach. 
 
Believe me, it works. During my time as general secretary of the National 
Council of Churches in Australia, the NCCA avoided discriminating on the basis 
of age, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, marital status or religion. We did not 
only employ Christians, though most were. We did not require staff to attend 
Monday prayers, though most did. If a vacant post needed someone with 
particular qualifications or commitments, that was made clear in the advertising. 
 
The result? I was blessed with a fine staff team, extraordinarily varied yet 
working together closely on the common task. 
 
Currently  debate  is  whirling  around  the  federal  government’s  proposed Human 
Rights and Anti-Discrimination Bill. The self-appointed Australian Christian 
Lobby is getting a lot of attention with its demand for the continued right to 
discriminate. We can be grateful that the relevant Uniting Church agency, 
UnitingJustice, has taken a more enlightened line and urged an end to the 
exemption for religious organisations, except where appointments to significant 
leadership roles are being made. 
 
But a change of heart should not wait upon legislative action. Scrapping false 
assumptions of superiority that so easily give rise to hurtful and quite 
unnecessary acts of discrimination is the place to start. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Editorial  
 
After Easter, Ascension, Pentecost and 
Trinity  Sundays,  we  are  in  ‘Ordinary  
Times’  in  the  liturgical  calendar. 
This issue of Vision, therefore, is a 
gallimaufry of reflections, reports, 
responses, risibility, reviews and 
rejoicings.    
 
Congratulations to our ever cheerful 
choir conductor, Anthony, on his 
marriage to Daniella, and on another 
feather in his cap – a degree as Master 
of Music (Conducting) from Sydney 
University. 

 
We shall be focusing on the theme of 
endings and beginnings as we journey 
into the New Year in the last issue for 
2013. I invite those of our readers who 
don’t  attend  worship  service  on  a  
Sunday  at  St  Stephen’s  to  contribute  to 
Vision in writing or in visuals. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The  Widow’s  Mites 
 
Two mites, two drops 
(yet all her house and land). 
Falls from a steady heart,  
though trembling hand. 
 
The  other’s  wanton  wealth 
Foams high, and brave. 
The other cast away, 
She only gave. 
 
Richard Crashaw 1637-49 
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  “You  don’t  stop laughing because you grow old; 
You grow old because you stop laughing”  Raymond Dwyer 
Readers’  Response  to  ‘What  makes  you  laugh?’ 
 
Rosalie – Humankind 
 
Bensons- antics of their grandchildren 
                The first shock of the contact with the cold water of the ocean on their early morning swim 
 
Florence – The Goons 
 
Lea- Unexpected misfortunes of other people! – a sort of schadenfreude!! 
 
Richard – What  makes  me  laugh  a  lot  lately,  is  the  way  politicians  seem  to  think  that  we  can’t  see  through  their  lies,        
spin and other machinations. Do they really think that we are as silly as they are? 
 
Ockert and Mark – (to the person asking the question)  “You  do”  ! 
 
Gavin – Sharp wit; Certainly not slapstick. 
 
Joan Poulton – Life,  in  general,  makes  me  laugh.    It’s  a  crazy,  crazy  world  out  there. 
 
Alex – incongruities 
 
Sheena-  Listening to an infectious giggle – Angela Cattern and Hugh Jackman come to mind.  Reading notices that can 
be misconstrued due to incorrect syntax or spelling eg: those famous church notices doing their rounds on emails. 
 
Jack- Watching Barry Humphries and other comedians who use self-effacing humour.  Also when small children 
mispronounce big words – eg  “mummy,  can  I  sprinkle  the  desecrated  coconut  on  the  cake?” 
 
Margaret N- grandchildren 
 
Janice – Friends who are very good at recounting funny experiences in their lives in a most entertaining way. I laugh 
heartily and spontaneously.  
 
Christine – Children with great observations and antics. Not keen on slap-stick or staged scenarios that are intended to 
fool or exclude people, as they just make me feel uncomfortable. 
 
Margaret W – A good British comedy and repartee amongst friends. 
 
 

 
 

Prayer - the ultimate wireless connection.      Awaiting for God to text his reply? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Prayer is the ultimate wireless connection! Awaiting  God’s  text  message. 
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From the Organ Bench 
 

                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

On Saturday 27th April, our choral director, Anthony Pasquill, married Daniella Garnero at 
St Mary's Cathedral.  Three pews of friends from St Stephen's attended and enjoyed the 
wonderful feast of choral music sung by a 40 voice choir put together especially for the 
ceremony.  For their honeymoon, they spent a couple of weeks in New York while the St 
Stephen's choir was left in the very capable hands of Margot McLaughlin who has filled in 
for Anthony on previous occasions. 
 

Sunday 23rd June is set aside as Music Sunday by the Royal School of Church Music, of which St Stephen's is a 
member. As a special musical service we thought it would be good to remember Don Harvie and his contribution to 
the music at St Stephen's and worship in the form of a service of Choral Matins.  Matins and Evensong were created 
at the time of the English Reformation and were a combination of the various Offices of the day which had been 
observed for many centuries in the Roman church, and consist of the singing of psalms and canticles with Lectionary 
readings and prayers.  Matins became the morning service and Evensong the evening service when it was not a 
communion service.  Most Protestant churches can trace their non-communion liturgies back to Matins, although 
these days, much of the music has been removed along with choirs and organs! 
 
A further date for your diaries:  HymnFest will be on Sunday 8th September at 2.30pm and this year we are planning 
a theme of music sung at Coronations, this year being the 60th anniversary of the crowning of Queen Elizabeth II. 
 
Mark Quarmby  (Director of Music) 
 
Letters to the Editor 
 
 
 

Good Friday has always been the 
most sacred day of the year, but 
this Easter it has been even more 
special. I was privileged to hear 
John Stainer’s  ‘The  Crucifixion’ 
performed  at St Stephens, 
conducted by the very gifted 
musician Anthony Pasquill and 
supported by young David Tag, 
the  church’s fine assistant 
organist. 
 
I’m a member of the Wesley 
Mission  and  have  sung  “The  
Crucifixion” on several occasions, 
but never do I remember a 
presentation as beautiful as the 
one at St Stephens. I would like to 
thank and congratulate everyone 
concerned.  
 
Norma Cornfed 
 

Thank you for sending me a copy 
of Vision with its many prayerful 
thoughts. 
 
Kind regards, 
Bryan Pape 

We have read Vision with great interest and were saddened to see the passing of 
Lady Eve McClintock. We can recall her times at St Stephens most clearly and on 
occasions with Sir Eric. We also noted the appointment  of   “our  Daniel”  at  Christ  
Church St Laurence. We would love to attend that church to hear and see Daniel 
again,   incidentally   Kerry’s   great   grandmother   worshiped   at   Christ   Church   St  
Laurence many, many years ago. In the fullness of time, may we have a new Bishop 
in the offing? It is hard to grasp that we knew Peta and Daniels daughters from 
babies  and  now  they  are  attending  ‘big  school’  at  St  Andrews.   
 
You will recall our eldest grandson, Liam, who on occasions read the lessons at St 
Stephens. He is now in Year 12 at Aviation High School in Brisbane and attends 
one day per week, Griffith University where he is studying aeronautical 
engineering. Aviation High possesses a Cessna 150, a small aircraft which Liam has 
flown from time to time with an instructor. 
 
We have been attending St Nicholas Anglican Church Sawtell for about twelve 
months although we did attend the Uniting Church in Coffs.  
 
We trust that St Stephens is moving along at its usual pace. Your minister seems 
thoughtful and caring from his reports in Vision. Give our regards to those who may 
remember us. 
 
God’s blessing and love from  
Robert and Kerry Howard 
 

News of other ex members 
 
Little Emily Dries hugging her father:  "You are the best daddy in the world, even if 
you are a priest."! 
 
Faith Jones is recovering from surgery on 31st May, in Los Angeles. Your prayers 
are appreciated. 
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Fellowship Report 
 
Report  from  the  St  Stephen’s  Fellowship  and  Handcraft  Groups 
 
The biggest change for both groups this year is that their meeting days have been changed from Wednesdays to 
Tuesdays, the Fellowship meeting the first Tuesday of each month and the Handcraft Group on the third Tuesday, partly 
with a view to having  more people available to attend Tuesday Communions. 
 
This year the first of two Street Stalls organized by both groups was held on the 3rd May.  We were thankful for a fine 
day and a profit of over $1,400, with a record amount flowing from the cakes, chutneys, jams etc.  We do thank all those 
who manned the Stall on the day or who contributed in any way with monetary donations and donation of articles for 
sale,  many  handmade,  and    the  provision  of  cakes  etc..      Our  thanks  also  to  St  Stephen’s  Cleaner,  Sam  Fallico,  for  
assisting so willingly in setting up and transporting articles to be sold.  Please keep in mind the date of our next Street 
Stall which is 29th November. 
 
Now for the other good works of our two groups: 
 
First the Fellowship: 

�x The Fellowship recently delivered to Frontier Services nine knitted jumpers and ten knitted caps made by 
one of our most valued Members.  Won’t  say  who,  but  that  person  knows  and  realizes  how  grateful  we  were  to  
receive these items. 

�x The Fellowship also delivered to Frontier Services recently three lovely thick crocheted rugs to be forwarded 
to Remote Area Family Services for distribution to needy families.  These were worked and donated by a 
friend of the Fellowship – a very generous donation. 

�x The flowers in the sanctuary on Easter Day were donated by the Fellowship. 
�x Please keep in mind the Winter Luncheon on Sunday, 21st July, at which the speaker will be Rosemary 

Young, the National Director of Frontier Services.  Rosemary is a very interesting and entertaining speaker.  
There is an excellent menu and tickets priced at $25 will be on sale shortly from Florence Bell, the last day for 
purchase being Sunday, 7th July. 

�x Fellowship Speakers:  In April , Mr Tony Boughton, a member of the Stamp Committee of the Uniting Church 
in Australia, New South Wales Synod told us how much good can come from saving used postage stamps.  Did 
you  know  that  in  relation  to  the  used  stamps  deposited  with  St  Stephen’s  that  the  backing  paper should be 
trimmed to 3mm?  (See information on Notice Board).  In May Mr Max Prince took us, with a visual 
presentation, to regions of China unknown to us, and on 4th June we look forward to a very interesting talk from 
our  own  Geoff  Allan  entitled  “Travels  in  South  America”,  he  and  Kaye  having  recently  toured  five  South  
American countries.     

 
  
Now the Handcraft Group:  

�x In March the Handcraft Group donated $3,000 towards  the  cost  of  Architect’s  fees  for  schedule  prioritising  
remedial work required at western end of Church. 

�x The second of two annual payments was recently made to the Convener of the Flower Committee for provision 
of flowers for the sanctuary.  

�x The Handcraft Room has been open for business after Church on the second Sunday in each month and will be 
open on special occasions.  Your patronage is invited.  There are wonderful items of napery and clothing, both 
for  adults  and  children,  expertly  made  by  members  of  St  Stephen’s,  as  well  as  greeting  cards,  pretty  coat  
hangers, etc. so please call on us when you need a gift.  Our members and friends work so hard to provide these 
items in an endeavour to raise money  for  St  Stephen’s. 

 
If anyone feels like joining either of the above groups, you would be more than welcome.  Just speak to Bernice Stewart, 
Margaret De La Garde or me. 
 
Margaret Warden 
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The March 19th Free Seminar on Retaining the Value of the Vatican 2 
 
Coffee or Tea with Hot Cross Buns were the refreshments on arrival, for the 160-180 folk arriving around 5.30pm for 
this event at St Stephen’s   – mostly Catholics and Anglicans with a sprinkling of our own folk. TV figure Keith Suter 
was Chairman and Bill Roberts, Timekeeper, as the event began to roll. 
 
The dynamic first speaker was Catholic Bishop Geoffrey Robinson, who  in 2007, authored the  best  seller  “Confronting  
Power  &  Sex  in  the  Catholic  Church”  – his Vat 2 address (copies available) set the pace, and numerous questions 
followed.  
 
Then Alan Gill (former Sydney Morning Herald Religious Affairs writer) shared flashes of humour as he recounted 
numerous experiences from his time among the church leaders. The audience was switched on – “Did  the  Herald  have  a  
bias  against  Catholics?”  asked  one  man;;  another  person,  a  lady,  thanked  Alan  for  his  fine  articles  on  Christian  events  
over the years. 
 
Mandy Tibbey, a barrister put forward by the Ecumenical Council of NSW, was a brilliant speaker – using the power of 
voice, gesture and audience rapport. She spoke with animation of her time working for social justice. across the spectrum 
of several church denominations, - in Australia and overseas -  all made possible through the enlightened policies and 
attitudes coming out of Vatican 2. (This address and a special paper on these changes is available on request to the 
office.) Mandy even suggested that, in due course, a Vatican 3 would be a good idea. 
 
Our own NSW/ACT Uniting Church Moderator, Rev Dr Brian Brown, concluded the evening.  He had been a teenager 
in 1962-65 when the Council convened in Rome. He explained that he was the nearest thing to a Bishop in the UC 
system, and highlighted many of the positive gains flowing from Vat 2. 
 
 On conclusion at 7.20 pm, everyone stood and said together the words of The Grace – “And  now  may  the  Grace  of  the  
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Love  of  God  and  …etc.”  .the  way we do things in SSMS.. There were many very generous 
donations. 
 
The event coincided with the installation of the new Pope in  Rome and people   signed a message of Greeting and 
Goodwill  from  “A  Seminar  of  Catholics  and  Protestants  in  Sydney,  on  Upholding the Value of the Second Vatican 
Council”.   
 
We sent a report of the event  the following week to our Aussie Ambassador to the Holy See, in Rome. 
One of the inmates of the Lithgow Correctional Centre heard about the event and got his chaplain to write to us asking 
for papers. SSMS is offering a free kit of papers to anyone interested -  Protestants are not well informed about Vat 2 –  
proceedings were in Latin and spread over several years;- a half century ago! 
 
Alex   Norquay 

 
 
Quiz 
 
Below are five questions.  You  have  to  answer  them  instantly.  You  can’t  take  your  time,  answer  all  of  them  immediately.  Ok? No 
paper or calculators allowed 
 

1. You are participating in a race. You overtake the second person. What position are you in? 
 

2. If you overtake the last person,  then  you  are  …? 
 

3. This must be done in your head only, DO NOT use paper and pencil or a calculator. Try it! 
Take 1000 and add 40 to it. Now add another 1000.  Now add 30. Now add another 1000. Then add 20. Now add another 
1000. Then add 10. What is the total? 
 

4. Mary’s  father  has  five  daughters;;  1.  Nana,  2.  Nene,  3.  Nini,  4.  Nono…  What  is  the  name  of  the  fifth  daughter? 
 

5. There’s a mute person who wants to buy a toothbrush. By imitating the action of brushing, he successfully expresses 
himself to the shopkeeper and the purchase is done. If there is a blind man who wishes to buy a pair of sunglasses, how 
should he express himself? 
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Book Review: The Good Lifeby Hugh Mackay 
 
In his preface to The Good Life, Hugh  Mackay  states  clearly  how  he  defines  “The  Good   
Life”:    ….a  life  that  is  characterised  by  goodness……a  life  valuable  in  its  impact  on  others,   
a life devoted to the common good. The writer proceeds to challenge our commonly held  
beliefs on the pursuit of happiness and then seeks to define what makes our lives rich and 
 meaningful. In the process, he presents some surprising insights which invite consideration  
and reflection in the reader.  
 
In  this  day  and  age,  it  is  generally  assumed  that  we  should  aspire  to  “have  it  all”:  wealth,  a  happy  family  life,  a  
successful career, a good circle of friends – but Hugh Mackay disputes this. He believes that what makes life worth 
living is our ability to deny our natural tendency to be self-centred, to treat others in a generous and kind manner - and to 
interact with people in a useful way. 
 
A particularly interesting point of view which the writer makes is that in the Western world in particular, good parents 
endeavour  to  ensure  that  their  children’s  lives  will  be  happy  and  free  of  distress.  However,  we  know  that  any  life  is  made  
up  of  troubles  and  pain  as  well  as  moments  of  joy.  The  second  chapter  of  the  book  is  entitled:  “How  the  pursuit  of 
happiness  can  make  you  miserable”  and  is  particularly  thought  provoking. 
 
Hugh Mackay draws on religion, philosophy and psychology to support his point of view. He also presents vignettes 
taken from everyday life – both real and imaginary – to illustrate the main points he seeks to communicate. I found that 
reading  “The  Good  Life”  was  a  genuinely  thought  provoking  and  satisfying  experience  and  I  would  recommend  this  
book  to  the  readers  of  “Vision”. 
 
Janice Dawson 

 
 
War Horse- Theatre review 
 
Fading away like the stars of the morning, 
Losing their light in the glorious sun, 
Thus shall we fade from the earth and its gloaming, 
Ever remembered for what we have done. 
 
So wrote Scottish hymn writer, Horatius Bonar  sung by a 
‘songman’,  representing  the  simple,  pastoral spirit of the little village 
 in  Devon,  the  initial  setting  of  “War  Horse”,  after  which  the  story  takes 
 us back and forth to France, behind German lines and Devon in 1912. 
Children’s  writer,  Michael  Morpurgo’s  anti-war short story was written about universal suffering and presented through 
the perspective of the horse – a neutral character which made no judgement.  In WWI alone over a million horses were 
killed, not just in battle, but destroyed after the war. 
 
The story is simple – about a horse and its 17 year old handler, Albert. This was amazing theatre.  The stagecraft was 
unbelievable- it certainly suspended reality with the puppetry ( 3 puppeteers under each horse – one to control the hind 
legs, one , the front legs and one for the neck movements of the life-size horses. The 3 puppeteers strapped to each other 
synchronized the walk, trot, canter and gallop of the puppet horses. The co-ordination of their movements was flawless. 
Only the eyes could not be made to move, but with clever angled lighting and the reflection of the lights, one could have 
sworn that the horses were live creatures.  Likewise, the suspension of reality was also achieved through the concurrence 
of the projection of old news films with the movement of the actors, puppets and the harsh sounds of battle which 
created the horrors of war. 
 
In all my years of study, participation and teaching of Drama, I can declare that this was the most inspiring theatrical 
production I have ever experienced, or seen for a second time.   
 
I could  not  control  my  tears;;  didn’t  wish  to,  either,  as  they  were  hydrotherapeutic. 
 

Ruth Ponniah 
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Readers’  Contribution 
 
Wisdom of George Carlin – American Comedian 
 
The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings but shorter tempers; more experts, yet more 
problems; more medicine but less wellness. 
 
We have multiplied our possessions but reduced our values. 
 
We have learned how to make a living but not a life; we have been all the way to the moon and back but have 
trouble crossing the road to meet a new neighbour. 
 
We have conquered the atom, but not our prejudices.  
 
We build more computers to hold more information, to produce more copies than ever, but we communicate 
less and less. 
 
From Bob Hinds 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 
'Help is as close as the telephone' - and so Lifeline was launched in March 1963 as an  
activity of Wesley Mission under the leadership of the Rev Dr Sir Alan Walker.  
Initially a compassionate response to the loneliness and isolation identified in Sydney’s  community, it has 
since become an international organisation, providing help and support to people all around the world.  
 
Lifeline now has over 60locations nationwide, with 11,000 volunteers and over 1000 staff, providing 13 11 
14 service, online mediums, face to face counselling and community information services. 
 
A Thanksgiving Service was held at Wesley Mission, 220 Pitt Street Sydney on March 17th 2013 to celebrate 
50 years - 1963 to 2013. There were guest speakers, Lifeline staff and volunteers as well as other members of 
the Wesley Mission family. The service was followed by refreshments. Copies of the new Lifeline book were 
distributed and there was a display of memorabilia. 
 
What a privilege it was for me to be part of this service, receiving my certificates of accreditation for my role 
as an In-Shift Support Supervisor as well as a Telephone Counsellor. I have worked for this great organisation 
since 2005. Ruth Ponniah who retired after 30 years service was invited to a reception at Government House 
with 49 others, both staff and volunteers. 
 
LIFELINE - Saving Lives, strengthening communities through crisis support and suicide prevention. 
 
Judith Barton 
 

How I Lost My Part -Time Job with Life L ine 
 
I  don’t  know  why  I  was  just  sacked  with  my  job  with  Life  Line,  they  just  wouldn’t  talk  to  me  about  it.  Here’s  
what happened...    
A  bloke  phoned  and  said    I  am  going  to  kill  myself.  I’m  lying  on  the  railway  track  now  waiting  for  the  train  to  
come.  All  I  said  was  “Remain  calm...and  stay  on  the  line”.       
 

 Contributed by Roger Foenander 
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Ethics for Everyman 
 
 Throwing a bomb is bad, 
 Dropping a bomb is good; 
 Terror, no need to add, 
 Depends  on  who’s  wearing the hood. 
 
 Kangaroo courts are wrong, 
 Specialist courts are right; 
 Discipline by the strong 
 Is fair if your collar is white. 
 
 
 

Company  output  ‘soars, 
Wages,  of  course,  ‘explode’;; 
Profits deserve applause, 
Pay-claims, the criminal code. 
 
Daily the Church declares 
Betting-shops are a curse; 
Gambling with stocks and shares 
Enlarges the national purse. 
 
Workers are absentees, 
Businessmen relax, 
Different as chalk and cheese; 
Social morality 
Has a duality _ 
One for each side of the tracks. 
 
ROGER  WODDIS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

                        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contributed by: Joan Barr 
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JULIE ANNET TE STEVENSON (12.01.1937- 09.04.2013) 

 
Julie Stevenson joined St Stephen's during the latter part of my ministry here in 2004.  She had been a vital and regular member of 
my parish of Woollahra-Double Bay in the early 1990's.  
 
Julie had a firm upbringing in the Methodist Church and became a Sunday School Teacher and remained a regular worshipper and 
supporter of the Church.  She was a kind, generous person whose gifts were used widely and well.  She ran a quality  
Bed and Breakfast at Centennial Park and later at Surry Hills.  She had a great sense of humour and radiated happiness. She worked 
as both a model and an actress and had a wide circle of friends including Barry Humphries. 
  
Julie's contribution to the life of the Church was different.  During my three year ministry at  
St Columba's, Woollahra the following are some of Julie's achievements: 

�x A successful concert with a classical pianist, a personal friend 
�x A fete featuring real donkey rides for children 
�x A colourful and memorable harvest festival with produce from her Royal Easter Show   

connections including an enormous pumpkin. 
�x A display of a model of Jerusalem's Temple from the Sydney Synagogue which lasted 

 weeks, after a grand opening by Sir Zelman Cowan, former Governor General. 
�x The gathering, framing and permanent display of portraits of all 15 ministers since  

St Columba's began in 1888. 

Julie was full of life, vitality, smiles, and ideas.  In no time, she was at home at St Stephen's.  But after I left, time began to take its 
toll and she  had trouble walking.  Then, typical of Julie, she found her answer in an electric scooter.  One wonders how many 
people would be prepared to negotiate Sydney's merciless traffic on one of those scooters to get herself regularly to Church. 
 
In John’s gospel, the question was raised with Jesus as to how to get to the Home of Many Rooms.  Jesus says, "It's OK.  I, myself, 
am the Way.  No one comes to the Father but by me."   This much was clear .  When Jesus says he is the 'Way' to the Father's 
home,  He means  that his life, his words, his compassion, his love, together provide the map, the pathway to God.  But for many to 
see all of that , especially for those who never read God's Word or worship with God's people, the only way they can see that map  
to the Father's home is in the lives of his servants.  In the sophisticated world that Julie Stevenson lived, the map of the way of 
Jesus, was shown in her life.  By no means can any of us be perfect like our Master's, but somehow Julie's was an attempt to be 
something like him so that others might find the way to live in Jesus forever. 
 
So, farewell to Julie.  In her constant search for perfection, she must be delighted with her home in heaven. - Rev Dr Bill Ives 
 
 

REX SMART  
 

Highly regarded member of the congregation , Rex Smart died suddenly on Friday, 31st May after a fall which resulted in  severe 
injury to his neck which proved fatal. His funeral was on Monday, 3rd June  at  St  Stephen’s.    He  was  76. 
 
Rex was educated at Kings School, Parramatta and graduated in Law from Sydney University. He was called to the Bar in 1964, 
becoming a QC in 1982 and as a judge of the NSW Supreme Court in 1984.  Subsequently, he was elevated to the Court of Appeal 
(the  State’s  highest  Court)  as  a  judge  of  Appeal. 
 
Rex was a true gentleman and a devoted Christian and served Scotts Church. He cared for his aged mother and escorted her to 
church every Sunday. As a diligent participant in our activities, he was the first speaker at the first of our Social Justice Nights 
during  the  Rev.  Matthew  Jack’s  ministry.  He  initiated  the  setting  up  of  the  St  Stephen’s  Music  &Cultural  Foundation.  Rex loved 
all the Arts and subscribed to the Opera, Ballet, the Sydney Symphony Orchestra, the Sydney Theatre Company and his beloved 
Bell Shakespeare Company. Rex was a very generous man not only with his money but also with his time. Before he had a stroke 
and could not attend church, he regularly, donated non-perishable food for the Newtown Mission. Likewise he gave of his time 
unstintingly to the preparation of his Court proceedings. 
 
Although he did  not  marry,  he  showed  a  very  great  interest  in  this  siblings’  family  who      adored  him  and  his  wonderful  sense  of  
humour.  He  was  a  ‘chocoholic’  and  was  quoted  as  saying,  “A  balanced  diet  is  a  box  of  chocolates  in  each  hand”!     
 
Rex’s  brother,  the  Rev.  Alan Smart concluded his eulogy with a quotation from Shakespeare: 
              He was a man, take him for all in all/ I  shall  not  look  upon  his  like  again” 
 
I would like to quote from the same play, Hamlet,  as  the    church’s  farewell: 
              “Good  night, sweet prince,/ And  flights  of  angels  sing  thee  to  thy  rest” 
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My best friend and I were married just over a month ago – how quickly time flies! We spent a fortnight in New York, 
sampling all the musical and culinary delights that the huge city had to offer and are now back to work in Sydney as 
husband  and  wife.  Through  the  generosity  of  the  choir  of  St  Stephen’s,  we  were  given  a  donation  towards our honeymoon 
and, of course, we decided to put it towards a musical event in New York. 
          
When we found out that the acclaimed Italian pianist Maurizio Pollini was to perform a program of four Beethoven 
sonatas, offered in chronological order, at Carnegie Hall we jumped at the chance to hear the fantastic talent of this 71 
year-old master of the piano. 
With  works  such  as  the  “Pathétique”,  “Waldstein”,  Sonata  in  F  (Op.  54)  and  the  “Appassionata”,  we  were  astonished  that  
both his insights and instincts remain keen and his performance well polished despite the sheer number of times that these 
pieces have been performed throughout his phenomenal career. 
 
Recalled repeatedly for ovations by a thunderous audience (including two very delighted and enthusiastic music lovers 
from  Sydney!),  Mr.  Pollini  granted  us  two  bagatelles  from  Beethoven’s  Opus  126  as  encores. 
We will remember this concert fondly as both Daniella and I are huge admirers of the music of Beethoven and the 
opportunity to hear such important works in this composers life, especially played by an award winning pianist, was 
simply divine.  
 
Thank you to all! 
 
 
 

CALENDAR of EVENTS  

JUNE JULY  AUGUST 

4th 
Fellowship Meeting 

Guest Speaker:  
Geoff Allan 

2nd Fellowship 
Guest Speaker 2nd Friday Music 

Alicia Crossley - Recorder 

7th Friday Music 
Judith Rough Soprano 5th Friday Music 

Tracy Wan - Violin 6th  Fellowship 
Guest Speaker 

14th NSW Police Band  
Wind Quartet 10th Musical Favourites 

Cost: $10 9th  Friday Music 
Strelitzia Ensemble 

19th Musical Favourites 
Cost: $10 12th Friday Music 

Pat Keith - Piano 14th Musical Favourites 
Cost: $10 

21st Friday Music 
Peter Leung - Saxophone 19th Friday Music 

Ronald Wood - Violin 16th  Friday Music 
Peta Dries - Violin 

23rd 
Music Sunday 

Remembering Don Harvie & 
his music contributions 

21st Winter Luncheon 
Cost: $25 23rd Friday Music 

Nathan Henshaw - Saxophone 

28th Martin Rein 
Organist: Tudor House 26th 

Organ Scholar: Jeremy 
Woodside 

Christ Church St Laurence 
30th  

Peter Guy - Organ 
Christ Church Cathedral 

Newcastle 
Reminder: Hymn Fest 8th September 2.30pm 

 

 
Thank You ! 

 

From   Anthony & Daniella 
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