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The Gathering of the People of God

Organ Prelude

Adagio (2nd movement) from Trio Sonata No. 1 in E flat BWV 525
J S Bach (1685 - 1750)

Please stand at the entry of the choir and clergy and remain standing for
the...

Greeting

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

Call to Worship

Hymn 132 Holy, Holy, Holy ~  (Nicea)
Prayers of Adoration and Confession
Declaration of Forgiveness

...This is the Gospel.
Thanks be to God.



Doxology 150

O friends, in gladness let us sing
(Lasst uns erfreuen)
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Passing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Congregational greeting and welcome to visitors and newcomers
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The Service of the Word

Your Word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet:
A light to our path.

First Reading Isaiah 6:1-8

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a
throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple.
2 Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings:
with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered
their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And one called to another
and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is
full of his glory." 4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the
voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. 5
And | said: "Woe is me! | am lost, for | am a man of unclean lips,
and | live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have
seen the King, the Lord of hosts!" 6 Then one of the seraphs
flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar
with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth with it and
said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has
departed and your sin is blotted out." 8 Then | heard the voice of
the Lord saying, "Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?"
And | said, "Here am |; send me!"

Hymn 454 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness
(Was lebet)

[based on Psalm 29, the Psalm for today]



Second Reading Romans 8:12-17

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the
flesh, to live according to the flesh— 13 for if you live according
to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a
spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" 16 it is that
very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also
be glorified with him.

Anthem
Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones

Words: Psalm 148 arr. John A.L. Riley (1853 - 1945)
Music: Lasst uns erfreuen
arr. George Oldroyd (1887 - 1956)

1. Ye watchers and ye holy ones,
Bright Seraphs, Cherubim, and Thrones,
Raise the glad strain, Alleluia!
Cry out, Dominions, Princedoms, Powers,
Virtues, Archangels, Angels' choirs,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

2. O higher than the Cherubim,
More glorious than the Seraphim,
Lead their praises, Alleluia!

Thou Bearer of the eternal Word,
Most gracious, magnify the Lord,

Alleluia! Alleluia!
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3. Respond, ye souls in endless rest,
Ye Patriarchs and Prophets blest,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Ye holy Twelve, ye Martyrs strong,
All Saints triumphant, raise the song,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

4. O friends, in gladness let us sing,
Supernal anthems echoing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

To God the Father, God the Son,
And God the Spirit, Three in One,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Gospel Reading St John 3:1-17

1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the
Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we
know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God."
3 Jesus answered him, "Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus
said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown old?
Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be
born?" 5 Jesus answered, "Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter
the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6
What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is
spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that | said to you, "You must be
born from above.' 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." 9
Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?" 10 Jesus
answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things? 11 "Very truly, | tell you, we speak of
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what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not
receive our testimony. 12 If | have told you about earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about
heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life. 16 "For God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life. 17 "Indeed, God did not send
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him.

May your word live in us:
And bear much fruit to your glory.

Hymn 127 Holy God, we praise your name (Grosser Gott)

Sermon

Hymn 580 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
(Mannheim)

Concerns of the Church

Prayers of the People

We stand to sing...



Lento, religioso

The Lord's Prayer

Albert H Malotte
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Offering

Dedication
We stand for the dedication of the Offering.

The Sending Forth of the People of God

Hymn 447 Lord, your almighty word (Moscow)

Blessing

... and remain with you always.

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ.

Threefold Amen
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Organ Postlude

Fugue in E flat BWV 552
J S Bach (1685 - 1750)

This fugue ends Bach’'s monumental work, the Clavieriibung Part
lll, also known as the German Organ Mass. The whole work is
dedicated to the Trinity and is based on the number 3. The fugue
consists of 3 fugues, written in 3 compositional styles (French,
Italian and German) and is in E flat major (3 flats). The first fugue
represents God the Father, the second (in two parts) reflects God
the Son (divine and human natures) and the final fugue with is
running semiquavers represents God the Holy Spirit with
Pentecostal tongues of fire.

Adapted from Uniting in Worship 2 (2005)
Bible Readings taken from the New Revised Standard Version (1989)
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